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Environmental 
Protection Agency

• To protect and improve the 
environment as a valuable asset 
for the people of Ireland
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EPA Functions
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PARIS CLIMATE ACCORD, 2015

ARTICLE 12:  ‘Parties shall cooperate in taking 
measures, as appropriate, to enhance climate 
change education, training, public awareness, 
public participation and public access to 
information, recognizing the importance of these 
steps with respect to enhancing actions under this 
Agreement.’





What is the National 
Dialogue on Climate 
Change?

• Mechanism to facilitate climate action 
with a view to transitioning to a low 
carbon, climate resilient society and 
economy
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To empower citizens 

to express their 
hopes, concerns and 

ideas & inform 
policy responses

To create awareness, 

understanding & 

engagement on 
climate change across 

society

To motivate and 

enable citizens, 
communities, public & 
private sectors to take 

climate action 

AIMS OF THE NATIONAL DIALOGUE ON CLIMATE ACTION

1 2 3

Mechanism to facilitate climate action with a view to transitioning to a low 
carbon, climate resilient society and economy

NATIONAL DIALOGUE ON CLIMATE ACTION – 
OUR CLIMATE, OUR FUTURE, YOUR VOICE



How do we do 
it?

•Regional Gatherings

•Local Gatherings 

•Climate Lectures

•Support Networks
• Leader Communities (Tidy Towns)

•Climate Champions / Ambassadors
• EcoUnesco-Young Environmentalist 

Awards

•Media
• Digital strategy with DCCAE

•Research-topics on engagement

•National Climate Change Conference - 
May 15th 2019
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143
Participants in 

workshop 
sessions

Athlone 
June 2018

60
Different 
groups

EVOLUTION AND Regional Gatherings

46
EPA, DCCAE, 
M.CO, CAROs 
Drop in Zone

49
%
Kerry28
%
Cork

Tralee 
Nov 2018

75
Participants in 

workshop 
sessions

126
Attendees

189
Attendees

51
EPA, DCCAE, 
M.CO, CAROs 
Drop in Zone

Higher levels of interest - 212 people 
‘registered interest’ for Tralee versus 
175 for Athlone.

Unbalanced geographical attendance 
especially at Tralee

Higher attendance from community 
groups than at Athlone (most heard 
about event via PPNs, word of mouth 
and social media). Impacted 
dynamics.

Design of event: addition of ‘local 
groups represented in Drop in Zone, 
panel discussion, ‘cultural change & 
policy interventions’ exercise.

Common themes emerged in 
feedback at both events, with a 
notable difference being greater 
emphasis on coastal protection, 
fracking, plastic pollution and low 
consumption lifestyles at Tralee. 

EVOLUTION

Consider how we respond to 
growing interest? 

Need to get a wider geographic 
spread at Regional events? How to 
address this?

Pitch of event needs to adjust if 
audience is highly informed.

Changes made based on 
participant feedback. Important to 
build in iterative dimension.

LESSONS

How important is comparability of 
issues across Regions? 

How has the ‘Facilitator’s 
Summary’ been disseminated? 
And is its format suitable?

What needs to happen between 
events-digital strategy?-loss of 
momentum

Tralee
Nov 2018



Evaluating Impact
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bKaT1r80CzI2UTHW2s2GlwMawU3UVWe7

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bKaT1r80CzI2UTHW2s2GlwMawU3UVWe7

